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[Press conference by Prince Sihanouk on 26: November in Damnak Ghanakatha hail, Phnom 
Penh-~40 minutes; recorded] 


(Editorial Report] Prince Sihanouk begins by saying that he is holding this press 


conference due to a very important situation caused by the U.S. press, which.he says 

is urging the U.S, Government and army to attack Cambodia on the pretext that Cambodia 
has allowed the Vietnamese communists to build camps on its territory in order to attack 
U.S.-South Vietnamese troops. Branding this an "abject lie," he denounces before the 
world the alleged U.S. intention to bomb Cambodia and reads cables from Cambodian UN -: 
representative Huot Sambath reporting on the virulence of the U.S. press attacks on 
Cambodian neutrality. | Ree sO 8 
Sihanouk asserts that’ "this is an appeal of the press to the Washington government, 
the U.S. Army, and the U.S. beblicose hawks and: gun dealers to kill Cambodia. | They 


have claimed that unless the U.S, bombings and escalation are expanded ‘to Cambodia, 


as has been done to Tonkin, one could never cut off the wings of the Viet Cong and 
Viet Minh forces which are fighting the Americans. | They have accused us of giving 


‘Shelter to the Viet Gong and Viet Minh (?in the frontier areas) and allowing entire 


convoys of armaments and. supplies to cross Cambodia, thereby holding us responsible 


‘for the loss of thousands of U.S, lives (7? and those of) the Vietnamese fighting beside 
_ the Americans against the Vietnamese communists. I must tell you,. gentlemen,..that this 


Campaign has been launched becduse the U.S. -hawks and press are hopeless about any 
change in our policy, " ; La fae 3 

After reading an article by (? Joseph Alsop) on this subject, Prince Sihanouk deplores 
what he calls the American belief that."T am an incomparable opportunist who: always 
Bides with the stronger party." He adds: "The Americans ignore their own faults; they 


‘pretend that a few years ago I sided with China because I thought they were the losers 


and that now, seeing that they have become stronger than‘evér, I have invited Mrs Kennady 


‘and the U.S. press," After referring to Cambodia's warm welcome of Mrs Kennedy and 


the U.8. journalists who were ‘allowed to inspect all Cambodian provinces, Prince 
Sihanouk points out that because Cambodia refused. a. rapprochement with. the Americans 
even after its dispute with ‘China, “the U.8. press has urged the U,S, administration 
and army to reduce Cambodia to ashes. ee 

| 


Concerning what he describes as "the so-called Sihanouk trail ," he says: "The Ice 


" and nany investigators had searched everywhere in my country but did not find the 


Sihanouk trail." Colling to-witness journalists (Hamel) and Bertil Galand who, he 

says, did not find any bridge. and road, Prince. Sihanouk asserts: "We have not even 
kept up this particular trail {the one. found by American newsmen] because we want 

to make it unnegotiable for vehicles and to prevent people from Saying that 'the 
Sihanouk trail has been used by convoys of (words. indistinct] to. supply the Viet Cong!" 
Denying the allegation that there were Viet. Cong and Viet Minh: forces of division 

size in Cambodia, he stresses that Cambodia can hardly maintain a few hundred troops 

in the area where there are only Cambodians working to make a lavangi 
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; Ake After revealing that the Viet Cong have refused medical treatment by Cambodia, — 
(ills fhe asserts the Cambodian right to help the Viet Cong and Viet Minh-="a brotherly 
es ee 1 f People"-=to become "independent," . ; , ‘ 


‘ 


CPYRGHT. | - . After asking the journalists to convey to the U,8, Government that "I am sincerely 
ves TL grateful to it for not yet having given the green light to the hawks to murder © 
t - '! |) Cambodia,” Prince Sihanouk says: "Despite his press!” appeal to murder, Johnson 
has not yet decided to kill us.: He may some day, However, it is necessary to pay 
_ him homage although his press is of extraordinary savagery," ae 
He goes on: "If they extend escalation to Cambodia, I can say that Cambodia a 
Will not (?kneel down } but will immediately change its policy. We will mobilize 
- our entire people and send guerrillas to participate in the war, If the Americans 
invade our country and occupy Phnom Penh, we will accept it and join the Viet 


Cong and Viet Minh to struggle against the Americans. " 


He tells the journalists: "If the Americans ever extend their escalation to Cambodia || 
and occupy only part of this country, Cambodia will prefer entire occupation 
. @nd will wage war against the Americans. We will go into the bush and conduct 
' @ people's war in the Viet Cong fashion against the Americans because we cannot 
suffer the Americans bringing escalation to Cambodia. Despite the current appeal 
of their press to murder, Mr Johnson and Washington have not yet made a decision 
' because they know where matters stand, You may be sure that Sihanouk and the 
. Sangkum will do it. You may be sure that if the Americans ever deal that blow 
to us--the innocent--we will not remain idle with our arms folded and will not. . 
let our innocent youths at the frontier die. It will be of no use for Phnom 
Penh to indulge in peace, We will go into the bush (?7and strugele) to death 
against the Americans, " . 


After stressing that this important matter shoulda be brought to the attention of 

the entire world, he informs the audience that he will order his government and 

people to take all precautions against eventual escalation, stating: "We will 

surely conduct a general guerrilla war against the Americans, This is a. decision 
_’ which I take in full consciousness of the situation. Therefore, the Americans 
"have to choose between leaving us alone or run this risk," 


Concerning frontier control, Prince Sihanouk says that he will not object if the 
United States gives the Icc helicopters, to be piloted by Canadians or Indians. 

He "proposes to the Americans to give the ICC sufficient money to build fixed posts 
in key areas suspected of giving passage to the Viet Cong," 7 


Concerning the journalists! allegation that there might be from 10 to 20 camps, 
he says: "Actually, they found only a few slips of paper, some cigarette packages, 
a first-aid bandage, .and some U.S. dollars. However, they conoluded that there 

“f° was a Viet ‘Cong camp.:' We will perhape~be bombed because the U.Ss press wante 
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After pointing out that all ‘the Khmer aeahie are indignant at the news that ‘Cambodia ; 


may be bombed, due to this trifling, story, he warns the U,8. press that. “af it: 


Aeauecucs its campaign and if it never obtains (?satisfacton),..chen.i¢ will. have. ie sic : 


ae “|: repent because all the Cambodian ‘people will wage war against. Amerioa’..and 2 believe: 


CPYRGHT} that if Cambodia joins the war, all .of Indochina will be ablaze; including the. *...:) ici. ‘ i ae ; 


,Laotions" ‘[words’ indistinct) and. that war will"also extend to Thailand. 


. After again praising President Johnson's cool attitude despite prenbured from the 

|... U.3. press, Prince Sihanouk brushes off its erroneous view that Cambodia will change 

: || Policy and says that Cambodia applies only @ policy of reciprooity as demonstrated es 
"by its recent dispute and recones.iatéan With People's Qhina, ieee 


ie Dealing with the iO kevpnaaale charge. that he invited Mrs Kennedy to visit Cambodia, 
‘thereas it was she who wrote a letter telling him of her intention to visit his 
. country, Prince Sihanouk states: -“tnis was a policy of reciprocity. If the Americans 
J:: send me o telegram saying that they will recognize the present frontierssof Cambodia 
and abstain. from bombing and invading us, then tomorrow, Monday morning, I will send | 
.-@n ambassador to Washington. . Despite my friendship with China dnd my political and 
atp1omatic solidarity with the ae I will do so because it is a strict policy of 
reoiprooity." 7 ; 


After asserting that, far from being an opportunist, his nationalist people only 
“15° "sare for Cambodian interests, Prince Sihanouk stresses that if they side with the 
Americans they will displease the communists and vice versa. ; 


He says: "ZI absolutely intend to stay outside this strugeie for world hegemany 
‘which is being conducted by the United States and China." "I am not so stupid as to 
side with either party because this would be the surest way to lose not only our 
national independence but also our peace. But if doing so does not bring about 
tranquillity and 41f they bring war into our country, what is left to us will only 
be to wage war. his is a selfsevident truth." 

_« After announcing, that he will order the government and National Defense Ministry to 
inform the people of the eventual bombing of Cambodia by the United States "if 
some day Mr Johnson yields to the pressure of his press" and of the need to dig 
individual shelters. to reduce casualties, Prince-Sinanouk concludes by saying: "It 
is necessary to foresee the occupation of part and even of several portions of our 
country" and also ."to reorganize our guerrillas because if they ever. occupy part of 
“our territory, we will have to send gh Selita teeta to. ces the snoupsenee: 


PHNOM PENH GRATEFUL yon mAh REGOGNITION 


‘ _Phiiom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian: 1200 GMT 21 Nov 67 D . 
if 
[Daily topic: "A significant desintantas 


[Text]. The Philippine Government has decided to recognize the present frontiers of 
CPYRGHT: ‘Cambodia without asking anything in return, . This decision gives us the Khmer people, 
great satisfaction and makes us deeply grateful, It lends a special meahing to 
the visit.of His Excellency Naroiso Ramos.the. ae ores meeanyex: who has 
— been. one guest ie jour SOUNPEY 7 Pi toate tena re ee ee 
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